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Events about sustainable use of land  

Workshop on the design and application for sustainable lanscaping 
and infrastructure  

Within the framework of smart and sustainable campus practices, a project on building a 

sustainable landscape and infrastructure on campus has been conducted and the project 

results have been shared with other stakeholders and in line with the project results also 

a training on sustainable landscaping and infrastructure has been offered to them. Within 

the framework of the program, the following subjects and project results have been 

shared, the subjects are world landscape standards, green infrastructure, sustainable 

water use in urban landscape areas, plant material and plant design in the sustainable 

ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇƛƴƎΣ 5ƻƭƳŀōŀƘœŜ tŀƭŀŎŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΣ ǎƳŀǊǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ 

in landscaping, smart systems in landscaping, urban transportation grading, pedestrian 

focused cities and designs, accessibility, landscaping criteria and standards,  The faculty 

members also shared their experiences on sustainable and smart systems design, the 

participants in the project training had chance to see the project results and also got 

information about designing sustainable infrastructure. The project program was three 

days and 10 participants attended; they were awarded with certificates. 
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Yildiz Recycling Project 

The project was initiated by YTU Animal Rights Club, Social Responsibility Club, Economy 

/ƭǳō ŀƴŘ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ /ƭǳōΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ŀƛƳ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ŘŜŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊ 

cups and helped them to be recycled.  Leftovers from the food, water bottles and used 

napkins were thrown away without being classified as waste so in order to decrease waste 

the project was conducted. A team of 105 students from four student clubs and 

volunteers collected waste food, plastic and paper, with blue boxes and bags provided by 

Esenler MuniŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀȅ ŘǊƻǇǇƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ 5ŀǾǳǘǇŀǒŀ /ŀƳǇǳǎ ŎŀŦŜǘŜǊƛŀΣ ƻƴ 

available days. The collected plastic and paper wastes are taken from our school every 

day by the Esenler Municipality waste vehicle in order to be recycled. The students 

wanted to raise environmental awareness and attracted attention to increased 

consumption and carbon emissions, so they were very proactive in protecting the 

environment in their daily activities. Within the framework of the project, 5845 kg waste 

food, 1934 kg plastic and 2183 kg paper cups were collected and recycled. 
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Tree Planting Events for Academic, Administrative Staff, and 
International Students 

To cultivate a sense and awareness of environmental sustainability, YTU organised several 

tree planting events on Davutpasa Campus. This events were seperately held for 

administrative staff, academic staff, students for internal stakeholders. 

Also, the same events were held for some external stakeholders such as kindergarten 

students and incoming Erasmus+ exchange students. This was done in an attempt to build 

community spirit and unity and to create a sense of belonging.  

Other intended benefits were to engage different stakeholders to actively contribute to 

sustainable environment by reducing green-space maintenance costs, to prevent soil 

erosion, and to reduce carbon from the air.  The trees planted were as many as 1000+ 

pinus pinea. 

YTU is convinced of the fact that the involment of different parties in tree planting events 

encourages to grow more aware of their environment ς both on campus and around 

them, to provide them with active learning experiences and with opportunity to become 

ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¸¢¦Ωǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ  
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Ecological mapping of Davutpasa Campus through species inventory 
for biodiversity protection 

Under this general target of ecological mapping for biodiversity protection on campuses, 

during 2020, mapping of the tree species on campuses has been initiated. For this 

purpose, for 1300 trees and plants on Yildiz and Davutpasa Campuses, plant labels were 

prepared.  

The labels contained information on the Turkish and Latin description of the plant, the 

size of the plant (form, diameter, and height), how much they rely on sunlight, origin, 

family, characteristic of their leaves and fruit, and location on campus. 

The initial study was confined to certain areas on both campus and will be applied to all 

campus areas in the future. This was done in an attempt to raise awareness regarding the 

biological diversity on campus, the application of the sustainabile development principles, 

and the promotion of the idea of smart green campuses. 
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Informative reports and presentations for students and staff 
regarding biodiversity on campuses 

Withi the scope of the promotion of green campus and raising awareness regarding the 

biological diversity of campus, in addition to informing and educating campus residents 

regarding the natural characteristics of campus land ecosystem, we are also educating 

our staff and students regarding the poisonous species and plants or poisonous parts of 

plants such as leaves or fruit.  

For this purpose, first an inventory was compiled regarding such plants on Yildiz and 

Davutpasa Campuses and then seminars and workshops have been organized for staff 

and students.  

The seminars and workshops emphasized that some plants and trees are naturally used 

for their landscaping value and that their leaves or fruit may be poisonous to human 

health. Also, even the trees whose fruit are frequently consumed by people such as peach, 

the leaves of those are also poisonous and should not be eaten. 
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ά1 Kapak 1 Kap (1 bottle cap 1 bowl)έ Project by Animal Rights Club 

 

YTU Animal Rights Club collected plastic bottles to be recycled into food bowls for dogs 

and cats living in the campus, the project was carried out in cooperation with Gultepe 

Vocational and Technical Anatolian High School under the Ministry of National Education. 

 

The members of the club primarily aimed to draw attention to and raise an awareness 

regarding how much waste are polluting natural ecosystems. They organized waste 

(plastic waste especially bottle caps) drop points throughout campuses and they took 

them to the above-mentioned school. And, the students there turned them into food 

bowls for animals inhabiting YTU campus area. 
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άUmut όIƻǇŜύέ Awards Ceremony 

 

This is an annual awards ceremony organized by the Animal Rights Club Students. The 

individuals and organizations working to help animals in need throughout the country 

and become an hope for the animals are rewarded annually. 

The awards are given to the individuals, organizations, municipalities and companies that 

are working to raise awareness regarding the natural ecosystems of animals are being 

gradually destroyed by the cities thus drawing attention to the fact that we need to 

become more sensitive about the environment.  
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Seminar on first aid for wild animals 

 

YTU Animal Rights Club organized a seminar on helping wild animals in an emergency, 

the seminar was carried out in cooperation with Vet. Ahmet Emre Kutukcu. 
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Green Reading Days by Environmental Club Students 

 

Environment Student Club organized a reading day focusing on zero waste consumption 

culture and food waste in order to raise awareness about zero waste and food waste, the 

students had chance to discuss about zero waste and learn more about food waste and 

consumption culture. 

Environment Student Club organized another reading day on sustainable life and climate 

where the participants had chances to exchange ideas on sustainability and its 

importance for future generations. 
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Sustainably farmed food on campus 

Harvest of linden trees on Campuses to serve hot linden tea as an 
alternative to traditional tea leaves 

 

There are annually around a thousand kilogram of linden flower harvest througout the 

campus. They are dried and distributed to the academic and administrative units of the 

university to draw attention to the fact and to show that harvesting trees and linden tree 

flowers contribute to immune system along with the promotion of the benefits of organic 

agriculture without the use of any pesticides. 

This is done in an attempt to create an environmental awareness among staff through 

utilizing the leaves and blossoms of linden to to make herbal tea for its medicinal 

benefits. 

Also, linden trees cover a vast amount of land on campuses contributing to natural 

beauty on our campuses with their sunny and brilliant scent and aromatic aura. 
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Strawberry harvest and strawberry picking 

 

On Davutpasa Campus, we grow strawberry on several spots corresponding to an area 

of two thousand square meters. Although they are not much, strawberry grown on 

campus are harvested at differing amounts between 50-100 kilograms and they are 

distributed to the kindergarden students. Sometimes, kindergarden students go to the 

land on environmental activities and they pick the strawberries themselves.   
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Fruit trees and the harvests of fruit such as peaches, quinces, 
pears, cherries, persimmons, etc. 

 

As well as having vast areas of forest ecosystems on campus, YTU has adopted the 

principle of continuously planting fruit trees and plants on campuses. From the different 

parts of the country, fruit trees and plants are brought to the campus and planted at 

different intervals, sometimes as part of tree planting events and sometimes on a regular 

basis.   

The fruit trees also help lower green maintenance costs from the perspective that they 

contribute to the landscaping of our campuses. 
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Allotment gardening for staff 

Allotment gardens are 24 individual areas of 36 square meters with a closed area of 5 

square meters each.Every garden has a water resource. The academic and administrative 

staff take turns for planting vegetables, seasonal flowers, and such. This was done in an 

attempt to cultivate a sense of sustainable environment in staff throughout the campus. 

The staff are education with leaflets and other informative content regarding how to 

grow decoration plants, seasonal vegetables, how to plant seeds, fertilization, watering, 

and garden planning. 

As well as knowdge and information for the staff along with the examples of concious 

and sustainable farming, the staff are frequently given information on when and how to 

grow specific vegetables, etc. 
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Within the scope of the allotment gardening, the staff were served with grapes and 

watermelons at dinners during special occasions for the promotion of the idea of 

sustainable and concious farming.  
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